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Recreation Baseline StudyRecreation Baseline Study

Study Objectives  
Describe and map recreational ses and acti itiesDescribe and map recreational uses and activities
Estimate economic importance of commercial 
recreation 

Regional Study Area 
Broadly defined to encompass lands and watersBroadly defined to encompass lands and waters 
used for commercial and non-commercial recreation
• onsite or near proposed project facilities
• offsite in larger region potentially affected by the 

Pebble Project
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Additions to Study Scope in 2007
1. Regional Study Area expanded to include more  

territory in Mulchatna/Nushagak drainage
Bi h ti 8 GMU UCU iBig game hunting – 8 more GMU-UCUs in 
Nushagak-Mulchatna drainage added to original 41 
GMU-UCUs 
Sportfishing – 7 more sites in Nushagak River 
drainage added to original 48 sport fishing locations

2 Additi l f tfi hi bi h ti d2. Additional year of sportfishing, big game hunting, and 
National Park Service visitor data

3. More analysis of sportfishing and big game hunting in3. More analysis of sportfishing and big game hunting in 
study area in historical and statewide perspective

4. More detailed spatial analysis of trends in big game 
h ti i P bbl P j t i i it
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hunting in Pebble Project vicinity



Expanded Big Game Hunting Study Area
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Source: Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Wildlife Conservation Division.
Note: Similar maps for moose and brown bear in Regional Study Area.



Caribou Hunters and Harvest
P bbl P j t Vi i it 2000 2005Pebble Project Vicinity, 2000-2005
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Source: Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Wildlife Conservation Division.
Note: Similar maps for moose and brown bear in Pebble Project vicinity.



Recent Trends in Caribou Harvest
1998 2006 in Pebble Vicinity1998-2006 in Pebble Vicinity

Annual Caribou Harvest, 1998-2006Annual Caribou Harvest, 1998 2006
Select GMU-UCUs in Pebble Vicinity
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Source: Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Wildlife Conservation Division.



Caribou Hunters and Harvest
P bbl P j t Vi i it 2000 2005Pebble Project Vicinity, 2000-2005

Annual Caribou Harvest, 1998-2006
Select GMU-UCUs in Pebble Vicinity
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Source: Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Wildlife Conservation Division.
Note: Similar maps for moose and brown bear in Pebble Project vicinity.0
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Major Findings Regarding Caribou

1. Ongoing decline in Mulchatna caribou herd population

2. Migration of Mulchatna herd away from Pebble vicinity

3. Ongoing decline in caribou hunting and harvest in 
Pebble vicinity

4. Need for more localized spatial analysis of caribou 
h ti ti it i P bbl i i ithunting activity in Pebble vicinity
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Expanded Sport Fishing Study Area
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Source: Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Sport Fish Division.
Note: Maps also prepared for catch of rainbow trout, sockeye, king, dolly varden, grayling, and coho.



Sportfishing Trends in Study Area Drainagesp g y g
Annual Angler Days, 1980-2006

Kvichak, Naknek, and Nushagak Drainages 
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Source: Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Sport Fish Division.
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Average Annual Catch, Pebble Project Vicinity 
Rainbow Trout, Grayling, Dolly Varden, 1999-2005Rainbow Trout, Grayling, Dolly Varden, 1999 2005
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Source: Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Sport Fish Division.
Note: Updated maps also prepared for sockeye, king, and coho salmon. 



Sportfishing Trends in Statewide Picturep g

Annual Angler Days, 1999-2006
Kvichak, Naknek, and Nushagak Drainages as g g
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